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The practice of having fines in cases of cruelty to animals, and certain 
other violations of the law, paid to private organizations, will be abol- 
ished; and hereafter all fines will go to the city. 

The commission strongly favors the use of the finger-print system of 
identification of women convicted of being prostitutes; and recommends 
medical inspection for this class of offenders after conviction; also the 
imposition of an indeterminate sentence for those found with venereal 
diseases. 

Arthur W. Towne. 

Indiana Social Legislation. The high standard which has so fre- 
quently been evidenced in the legal enactments of Indiana in the field 
of charities, corrections and public health, was maintained by the 
legislative assembly of 1909. Conspicuous is the new maternity hos- 
pital law, said to be the best of its kind in existence, outranking the 
excellent statutes of Iowa and Massachusetts. The act requires that all 
maternity hospitals, boarding houses for infants, boarding homes for 
children and persons engaged in the placing of children, shall be duly 
licensed by the board of state charities, be subject to its supervision and 
inspection, and conform to its prescribed rules and regulations. The 
improved housing act, covering tenement, lodging and apartment houses 
is a thorough piece of work, including many admirable features. Public 
playgrounds receive recognition in an act authorizing their establishment 
in cities of the first, second, third and fourth classes, to be maintained 
and administered by the school board or, in cities having a park board, 
by a playground commission consisting of two members of the school 
board, two of the park board and a fifth appointed by the mayor. The 
opening wedge for medical inspection in the schools in Indiana, is the act 
requiring medical inspection in the Indianapolis schools, applying to 
pupils, teachers and employees, the expense to be borne by the civil city 
which shall levy a tax of \ cent on each $100 of taxables for the pur- 
pose. The county jail supervision law grants the board of state chari- 
ties the right to examine county jails and, if necessary, condemn them to 
the circuit court of the county, with the further privilege of appealing 
to the governor if the court fail to act in the matter. The act also author- 
izes the board of state charities to formulate rules and regulations for 
the management of the county jails, and requires the sheriff of the county 
to keep a jail record. The cause of humane treatment of animals is 
helped by an act under which the board of public safety of Indianapolis 
is required to appoint three members of the police force to act as humane 
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officers and report to the Humane Society at least once a month on all 
matters pertaining to their duties. Among the notable amendments to 
acts already existing were the amendment to the compulsory education 
act of 1897, which extends the benefits of the law to blind and deaf chil- 
dren between the ages of eight and sixteen years, and the amendment to 
the anti-cigarette law of 1905, which limits the application of the law to 
minors. 

Ethel Cleland. 

Inebriety: Proposed Board of, for New York City. A bill in rela- 
tion to the treatment of public intoxication and inebriety in New York 
City, drafted by the State Charities Aid Association after extended 
inquiry, has been favorably reported in the New York state assembly. 
The bill, if passed and followed by the necessary appropriations by the 
city of New York, is intended to do away with the present ineffective 
and expensive manner of dealing with drunkards in that city by com- 
mitment for short periods to the workhouses. 

The bill permits the mayor of New York to appoint an unsalaried board 
of inebriety composed of seven appointive members, two of whom shall 
be physicians, and of the city commissioner of charities and the com- 
missioner of corrections as ex-officio members. The board, if established, 
shall maintain in New York City, offices which shall always be open, and 
which shall contain a bureau of records of all arrests in that city of males 
on the charge of public intoxication. If the board of estimate and appor- 
tionment concurs, the board of inebriety may establish a hospital and 
an industrial colony. 

The bill provides that whenever a male is arrested for public intoxi- 
cation, the police department shall at once notify the board of inebriety 
of the name, address and description of such person, whereupon it shall 
become the duty of the board to ascertain, through a field officer appointed 
by the board, whether the person has been arrested before on that charge 
within the preceding year. If he has not, he may be released without 
arraignment. The method of releasing such persons is similar to that 
followed in Massachusetts. The person under arrest must, to be released 
without arraignment, sign an application telling his name, address and 
employment; the persons, if any, who are dependent upon him for sup- 
port, and stating also that he has not been arrested for public intoxica- 
tion within the twelve months next preceding. After endorsement of the 
application by the field officer, the person shall be released by the po- 
ice without arraignment. The field officer shall transmit the applica- 



